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account of his visit in a letter. The statement in it that there were
massacres four months before, and that Lawrence was present in
disguise, is not true. The massacres occurred in the spring of
1909, some months before Lawrence first went to the East.
It seems probable that Will Lawrence had confused the story of
the massacre with an incident at which Lawrence had been
present, recorded in letter No. 67. At the time stated, he and
Woolley had been working extremely hard before the Carchemish
dig closed down on June 16th.
It is possible that Lawrence had been promised a share in the
loot if Aleppo was sacked. This was probably what led him to
get a supply of rifles to defend the Consulate. In any case the
letter seems to me worth quoting on its own account,
It was this winter that Woolley and Lawrence kept a snow
leopard which on one occasion got loose; Lawrence was amused
by the local Arabs being afraid of it.
The following is an extract from a letter of Will Lawrence to
a friend:
October i^td, 1913.
I went north through a really hot daylong train journey,
far hotter than the Red Sea, with a wind one shrank from, hotter
than the air, to Aleppo3 where my Bedawi brother met me. He
shewed me Aleppo well, taking me on calls to houses in the
Moslem quarter, so bigoted still that he's the only European
who knows it owing to his habit of going in Arab clothes, and to
one Christian house where there was a marble court 200 years old,
and a wonderful lacquered roof. The bazaar of Aleppo is con-
sidered the best in the Near East, all stone-work, with fields on
top, on the roof, where I saw the goats grazing as I looked over
the city from the minaret of the citadel (where very few
Europeans have been). Then I went over to the Euphrates,
90 miles east or so, and lived in my brother's village, and swam
the great river three times in the day, and practised pistol-shooting
and looked at his excavations. Greater things were to follow.
One of his chief friends is Busrawi Agha, the chief of the
Melli Kurds, and the greatest man in Kurdistan since the Young
Turks poisoned Ibrahim Pasha. Busrawi is the man who carried
put the massacres at Urfa, 8,000 people, and Adana, and Nezib
just four months ago. At the last my brother was actually on the